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Life after EPA 
Libby officials show concern 
about future responsibilities 

B v Brent S h r u m 

Koerenrii Vaiitry Kccorfl 

A s vhe Envi ronmenta l 

Protection Agency finalizes, its 

cleanup plans for rhe former 

vermiculite processing sire, rhat 

is now Libby's River f ront Patk, 

citv officials are cumins their 

attention to local responsibilities 

after the agency leaves town. 

C i t y counci l mcmber> 

expressed rheir concerns to 

RPA regional administrator J im 

Mi i r t i n dur ing a special meeting 

last Wednesday. M a r t i n , who was 

appointed to rhe LVnver-hnsed 

posi t ion last spring, said in : plans 

to be in Libby "relatively of ten." 

"I 'm interested in hearing 

f rom elected leaders and rhe. 

Chamb-er ot Commerce and 

others about how we re do ing and 

what you .see o n the horizon and 

how we can help," he told the 

counci l . 

C o u n c i l m a n B i l l Bischoff said 

oi\e at his biggest concerns is the. 

cost of mainta ining the site after 

(he L : PA is gone i rom Libby. 

''I th ink everyone's concerned 

that the f u n d that's lieen set up is 

insufticienr," Bischutf s l i d . 

Mar t i n said the agency wil l 

need ro "rake a hard look ar it" 

over the next tew years, adding 

that.the K P A wil l also t>e working 

with Mate otlicials 10 coordinate 

their share of the long-term 

oversight of the Libby cleanup. 

C o u n e i i w o m a n Barb LVseh 

also had questions about local 

responsibilities. 

"NX'har s it goinj; ro be like 

once you guys art; gone and you 

have everything completed the 

way you think it needs to be 

completed:'" she asked. 

C o u n e i i w o m a n Peggy W i l l i a m s 

added a touch of skepticism 

about Mart in ' s visit and said 

she's interested 10 see. if it has any 

lasring impact. 
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"1 just feci that we've, 

had some drive-by visits 

bv higher authorities, and 

I just can't see that in the 

long run it's ever produced 

anything," she said. 

M a r t i n said the E P A 

has been ''a significant 

parr of the communi ty" 

for the past few year? and 

will cont inue ro be for a 

few more years. T h e agency 

owes ir ro the communi ty 

to be here to listen to local 

concerns, he .said. 

C o u n c i l m a n D . C . O r r 

said he's also worried about 

whether fund ing wil l hold 

out and if the HPA has 

done its job p lanning the 

cleanup. 

"I want to do rhe 

homework up front if 

ar all possible," he said. 

"Communiea t ion j , ut\: key. 

and we have several issues 

where we just can t seem 

to get. the in format ion we 

need 10 make the decisions 

we need to make." 

O r r noted "risk 

communica t ion problems ' 

and said the E P A should 

finalize toxicology studies 

and risk assessments be I ore, 

moving ahead with records 

of decision. 

I hose issues are 

complicated by the still 

developing knowledge of 

Libby amphibole asbestos, 

M a r t i n said. (.Aiming up 

with answers about risks is 

"an enormously complex 

and rime consuming and 

expensive process," he said. 

"There is uo ih ing I c m 

do to move it faster other 

than make sure that it stays 

nu track," M a r t i n said. 

In the absence ot f ina l 

answers, " i r seems ro me 

that rhe logical thing 10 do 

is do the work we can. and 

make sure at least we're 

reducing risk," M a r t i n said, 

adding that Libby is much 

cleaner now than ir was a 

decode ago. 

"The bottom line is the 

situation i n Lih\>v is vastly 

better than it was in I 9 U 9 

when we first showed up," 

he said. 
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Benson expressed concerns 

about repairing Libby's 

tarnished image. She 

asked how the F;PA can 

help spread the word that 

Libbv is no longer ""the 

town left, to die" but is 

again a healthy, f lour i sh ing 

communi ty . 

"Some o f us are. still 

trying to live here, work 

here, create jobs, that k ind 

o f th ing," she said. 

O n e ot the agency's 

responsibilities is to get the 

word out "that our work 

here is done, and that it is 

sate to live and work here," 

M a r t i n said. 

"1 think that wi l l 

be p a n of our shared 

responsibility," he said. 

C o u n e i i w o m a n ^ ' icky 

Lawrence said she wanted 

to thank the E P A for 

helping keep Libby f rom 

Miung 

"If there was no one 

coming into town ro help 

us with this process. 1 think 

it would be a gho<t town," 

she said. 


